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EEB HUGH O'DONELL. 
As Hu<rh Roe, otherwise Red Hugh, O'Donell, prince 
of TireoiuieU., was one of the most extraordinary men that 
Ireland, or any other country has produced, I shall not 
apolosjp.e for entering somewhat at length into his his- 
tory—it t rniN th at of IreLnd during his life j besides the 
following account is derived from a MS. in the Irhli Ian 
giuige, written by the historian of the O'DonelU, and 
consequently the Irish account of those transactions Ked 
Hugh was born about the year 1.671, and given in foster 
age to the O'Dogherty of the day, chief of his tri e, who 
in common with the O'Donells, and several other ilus- 
trious northern families, was descended from Gmall 
Gulban, son of Niall of the nine hostages, monarch of 
Ireland. 

In the early infancy of Red Hugh, lie displayed consi- 
derable sifins of genius and independent sprit, which in- 
creased with bis years. The frame and symmetry of his 
body was of the finest description ; before he attained the 
age of fifteen, his talents, his spirit, his connive, Ins lite- 
rary acquirements, and the beauty of his person, were the 
admiration of all who knew him, and were the subject of 
conversation all through 'Ireland. , He had also expressed 
a decided animosity to the English government. This 
report of the youn^ .ODonell was carried to Sir John 
Perrott, then lord justice of Ireland. Jealousy and fear 
of the extraordinary qualifications of the presumptive 
heir of the chief of'Tirconnell, were excited to the high- 
est degree ; and although his father, Hugh, the then 
chief, was at that time friendly to the English, and their 
ally against the *0"Heiirs : they determined- upon getting 
'young" Hugh into their hands, by fair or foul means.— 
But as they saw no chance of securing him by friendly 
measures, they devised a plan to seize upon him, by a 
piece of treachery,, unworthy of Sir John fcrrott, and dis- 
grace^ |Mo his government 

To put tins design irito execution, about; Michaelmas,, in 
the, year 15B7, they fitted, out a ship, in which they stowed 
a quantity of Spanish wines, and other foreign liquors, 
&nd ; directed the captain, to sail to any of O'Doneir* 
harbours, where they thou^hl they would he. most likely 
to accomplish their object, and there, tinder the appear- 
ance of Spanish merchants, after their wines for side and 
endeavour to' decoy the young Q'Donell on hoard their 
■vessel, secure his person, and hrin^ him a prisoner to Dub- 
lin. In obedience to this command the vessel pun to sea, 
an4 made a safe' voyage to Lough S willy, in Tirconneil, 
-where they' came to, anchor, a short distance front the 
land, opposite the castle of Dimdonald, near the church 
of Rathnudlln. 

Upon the arrival of the ship, the captain sent some of 
Jus people ori-^nre* disguised as Spaniards, with a quan- 
tity of wiiie^ which Ishey. e^ hi liked as samples of what 
they said they had on board tp dispose of. I'lie people 
of the . fortress proceeded iuwu.edintcjly to, traffic ■; they 
^vere received in the niont frieutlly nianner, and drunk 
until they became intoxicated). The people of the nd- 
jgpinMig district ijolloyved the. example of thotre ofthe-for- 
tressl, and \vere similarly treated. 

"VV/hile .these, things were going on, Hn«h Roe, accom- 
panied by several you Hgbo.bles of the conntry, came on a 
visit to Mac Sweeny, the, lord of the castle. Upon 
which the spies, hist arttly returned to their vessel- with the 
ii)tel%eu,ce. Hut lje%e their departure, Mac Sweeny, 
'inxidiw to treat aa retipcetfully as he could the. son of 
$is chief* and his, associate.^ sent to purchase some of the 
whie from the pretended; merchants, jfhey replied, they 
]}$4 "P tt )py& wine on, shore ; with them, opr. did, they in- 
t§mj to laud any mvm* htu> add^d^ if tbe young gentle- 
$)$$> win?,, h^d arrived, woul^d aeeompauy them to their 
^ip, |key t w<pul4 receive every respectful attention,, and 
feent^tiiine4^l^hi wine^. long as they chose to reman). 
Young ODonell was desii-ous to go onboard the ves- 
s4> an<4 % Mae. .Svreeny .had, not wine to entertain him, 
^ advised hini to cfc>. so, Tl^i^adyice was followed;, and 
IpdHu^h and \$h companions, accompanied by Mac 
Iwetnyv took a l^oat and rowed to the ship." The cap- 
t$in, perceiving that young G^Doncn was.in the, company, 
^efceowei ikmh but Avo^ukf suiter him, Mac Sweeny, and; 
9. jR^ otbi^ ml$> to, gaoivbp^d. They were brought 
&OM*k t<i ;te«y?fe K 4niwi^% and ^r^oft.dftuik-blabed. be* 
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fore them ; and whilst they cheerfully regaled themselves, 
their 'arms were stolen away' from them, the hatches shut 
down, and hein<>\ bv a number of well armed men, driven 
into a corner of the cabin, they were obliged to surrender 
themselves prisoner?. Thus was the design of Sir John 
Perrott and the English council accomplished. Jhit, 
ttnnmh it was lauded bv the biographers of the lord jus- 
tice, 'as an instance of "great wisdom, whereby ore, who 
m^ht be a troublesome enemy to the Queen, was secured 
and brought under the power of the En^li government, 
without anv greater expense than a lew bottles of wine, 
it was, eventual I v, most injurious to the English interest 
in Ireland, as it was the means of driving them almost 
completely out of Ulster ami the north of Connaiight; 
and the cause of the invasion of Ireland by the Spaniards, 
in the vcar UA)\. 

As soon as the captain had got Hcd Hnnli. then not 
exceeding sixteen years of aae, in his power, he stood- 
out to sea. The people on the shore, having no boats 
or vessels, were obliged to remain idle spectators of the 
treachery practised on their beloved young chief ; but be- 
fore they had completely cleared Lough Swilly, Owen 
Oi-e Mac. Sweeny na ttiiark, (of the battle axes) sent on 
board, ouvrint* n pmsoni'for (TDoneil, and [dodges and 
hosraces for hi. liberation ; but the vessel cleared the 
hiirbotir and proceeded to Dublin, where hhe arrived in 
s 'dWv. 9 

Upon the arrival of Hugh Roe in Dublin, he was 
brought before the council, who had been specially sum- 
moned for that purpose. Here he underwent a lung exa- 
mination, after which he was committed a close prisoner 
to a tower in the eastle of Dublin, where; hewas treated 
with great severity and loaded with irons. 

Y 011113 O'Doncll continued in captivity for tbe space of 
three years and three "months. Towards the end of the 
year [Ml, he, and some of his (el !ow~pri snners, before 
they were locked np in their cells for'tKi^. night, found 
means to gel; off their irons, and, by the aid of a rope, de- 
scended Irom the top of the tower down upon the draw- 
bridge, and made their escape. They directed tbeir eourse 
to the mountains, and had reached a wood at the foot of 
the red mountain, Fassaroe, (Fasttc/t ruadh) before morn- 
irisr. Beyond this Himh. was unable to proceed. His old 
worn-out shoes had fallen from, his feet, which were 
dreadfully bruised and lacerated by the rough stones, and 
the furze and briars of the mountains over which he had 
travelled in the night. Here his companions, for thtar 
own safety were reluctantly compelled to leave hum- 
He bail, ho-vever, with him a faithful servant who had as- 
sisted him and his companions in their escape. 1 his mail 
he sent to a gentleman in that neighbourhood, named 
Felim GToole, who had been a.fcttpw-prisoiier with hmi 
m the castle of Dublin, but who bad made. Ins peace with, 
the English government, and procured: Ins liberty .Before 
his liberation he had professed great friendsh tp; for lv# 
Hmdi, and they pledged themselves to mutually asstst 
each other whenever tney had the power. Eromtlns 
person CrBonell now expected protection, and to claw 
it he sent his servant to him. Felim GToole promised 



the required assistance; but, upon consulting with ks 
brother, they were of opinion, if they assisted O Doneil, 
they would brum upon themselves the. vengeance of the 
Emdisn government. Thev, therefore, agreed that it 
would be better fbr them to sem upon bun, bring him a ■ 
prisoner to Dublin, and again give him into the bauds ol- 
die council. This they executed, and poor Red Uugfr 
again, found hkasell ' fnrthfe power of his enennen, wh(j 
a-rain loaded him with chains, and consigned him to a 
more rigorous imprisonment. 

lathis confinement he- continued another year; but, 
at Christinas, i;> UM t he again found means to; make hw 
escape.' ajecompamea by Henry and Arthur, two sous of 
John, son of Cohii Brica^/i O'Neill, who were Ins fellow- 
prisouers. In f his escape they were assisted by a -.trust* 
servant who pcmiiisetl to meet them when 'they Should get 
out of tin: esUle. By the means of this servmnt tljey pip* 
cured a mpe;and with it \tit themselves downtin-ouglrtMe 
■ funnel' of the ptfVv, iU the wall of the tower, ui to »;^f ^:, 
die, which/ river inclosed the eastle on that bidx. On g«- 
."tiwft «W Of live city, ^hcy made towards, the Hiouotamg 
and again m<Smm&&* Mtr U took care -»ot to ^ 



trust himself again la the hands of i\\® GTooles. Ih the 
darkness of the night,, and in the swiftness of their flight, 
they separated from Henry 0\\ T eih*, the eider of the two 
brothers. Though much grieved at this, they still conti- 
nued their flight, Intending to proceed, if possible^ to 
Gleami Maoinghra {Glenn Moiaur) the strong hold of 
Feagh Mac Hugh O Byrne, then m -arms against the Eng- 
lish, At night there was heavy rain, which changed 
to snow, driven by a high, piercingly cold wind. Arthur 
O'Neill was heavy and corpulent, and became so fatigued 
that he was unable to walk— young O'Donell "and bis ser- 
vant were, therefore, obliged to carry him as far as they 
were able. But they soon became tired, and were com- 
pelled to stop under the shelter of a projecting rock.— 
From this place they sent the servant to Glenn Ivlolaur 
to inform Feagh Mac Hugh of their situation, Feagh, 
upon hearing the servant's reporr, sent some of his people 
with clothes and refreshments to their relief; but upon 
coining to the place where the servant had left them, they 
could not uud them, they being completely covered up 
with the snow. Arthur O'Neill was dead, and Red Hugh 
was much exhausted. At length he recovered a little, 
and 0'Byrne'.s men earned him with them to Glenn Mo 
laur, whvre he remained for n considerable time before he 
was able to mount a horse to proceed to his own coun- 
try ; his Jcet having been s6 severely frostbitten he lost 
the use of his two great toes, which lie never aiiei' reco- 
vered. 

When be was able to ride, he and bis faithful servant, 
Torlogh buidlie (yellow) -O'Hogan, were supplied with 
horses by Feagh Mac Hugh, who ab>o seat a troop of 
horse to pass them safely across the Liiley; for the Eng- 
lish, to prevent their getting to the North, had placed 
guards at all the bridges and lords of that river, wherever 
they could. The fugitives, .however, got safely over, and 
through Meath to the Boyne, near Drogheda, which river 
they crossed in a fisherman's boat, as the. town was in 
possession of the English. The fisher man,,! having, ferried 
them. over, returned for their horses, winch be brought 
through Drogheda to where he bad left them oil the north 
side-of the river. After rewarding the nsbewnan, ,,tfcey 
remounted, and eonaip* *o Dnndulk passed through the 
town at. .-fall gallop. Tiley then wmt on to JDunganndn, 
the residence of Hugh O'Neill, Earl; of TuT>he v who kindly, 
but privately, for tear of the English, euierridned Ihem tor 
four days and flights. Thence they processed to the bor- 
ders of Lough lime, to the residence of Hugh Maguire,: 
who wus the. attached friend of Reel Hu^h, and his bro- 
ther by the mother s side. From the mansion of Ms* half- 
brother, ymmg O'Donell went in a boat to Athseariaigh 
(now -Ifcdjyshanuon), in the castle .of which his father, 
Hugh O'Doueli, prince of TiremmeH, redded. 

Upon the arrival of Red Hugh in Jr's native country, he 
■Was elected chief of. ids name, by the heads of ail the dif- 
ferent septs of the < > 'Do.ij.eHs, the O'Dohertys, ■< ''Eoyles, 
Mae Sweeneys, and others, at the request of old Hugh 
O'Donell, ho being advanced in .years, *nd having surren- 
dered the government of his principality in favour of his 
son* 

It would far exceed the limits of an essay of this land, 
to enter into a detailed account of the attacks made on. 
the territory of Tirconnell by the Engliidi, at the coni- 
meacenieiut of Red Huuli's 'management of the affairs .of 
that country, or of the repulses which he invariably gave 
theni, or tbe assaults Ire made upon the. .English and 
their Irish all mm return. 

On the Pd of May, ''l&)i>, he was solemnly Inaugurated 
and proclaimed ike O'Donell ; shoitlv sifter which" he led 
his troops three times into Kind* Owen, (Tir Owen) 
against Tirlogh i^itegh ': Nelli then chief of his tribe, 
and in favour, with the English, who abetted, hum ngainst 
Hugh, Earl 'of Tirone, \m Ji-hiSri'ia.^ of who-vnahe En<>lUh 
were particularly suspicious. In tkiiise, e^ursions Do- 
ll ell defeated the OWejlJs-, and their English auxiliaries, 
wherever he met them, and carried off great mim hers of 
cattle and *other treasures; In the third e^cin'sion he 
burned, on the: 18th of July, the town of Strob^e^ al- 
though the ca.-vtle was then garrisoned by a strong EhtglMi 
force, who did not venture out to oppose him. . r . 

In the middle of August* 1594, six hundred auxiliaries r 
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the space of three mouths, and, with his own hoist, led 
them into Connausht, where all the castles occupied bj r t 
the English were obliged to .surrender to his power, and 
they plundered end destroyed the country on nil sides.— 
The governor of the province, 'Sir Richard Bingham, u«- 
successfully attempted to prevent the return oi '* Dmifeli 
to his own country. Finding that he cou'd not eliectoally 
oppose the return of Red Hugh, he laid siege to ihecas^ 
tie of Sligo, from vlueh he was obliged to retreat with 
considerable loss. Shortly after this ODonell razed the 
castle, lest it should he at any other time seized on by 
the English. He abo razed thirteen other cavtlos, and 
took hostages from all those that he suspected might be 
his enemies. After these .-exploits he returned home, and 
stopped to refresh 'himself and his army, until the month, 
of December. 

In these excursions O'Donell received considerable 
assistance from some of the English tribes inhabiting Can* 
naught, Who had joined with the Irish, and were perse- 
cuted by the English government. Of these the Burkes 
were the most numerous, as well as the must powerful* 

Shortly after the beginning of June, 159 ^O'Dxmcll re* 
ceived a messenger from Mac William, to inform him that 
Sir John Norris, -Queen Elizabeths general, was ' assem- 
bling a powerful army on the borders of €on naught, with 
intent to reduce the wh&fe province to subjection. Upon 
this Occasion the English were joined fey the iiarls of Tho- 
mond and Clan rick ard, With all their forces; and it ,'vy& 
said that ther« never had been- assembled against the Irish 
so powerful a force as was then ready to pour into Govt* 
naught. Before the arrival of the messenger, O'Doneli 
had his troops assembled, and upon hearing of the col- 
lecting of the English army, he wrote letters to aU the 
chiefs of Connaught, telling them that he would march to 
their assistance, and requesting them to be ready with ali 
their forces, to co-operate with him against i heir com- 
mon enemy. He instantly put bis troops in moti un, and 
crossing over the rivers Erne and Sligo, and passing to th§ 
left the borders of Slieve Gamh, -through Lerighne an4 
Gaikng, he arrived in the neighbourhood of Sir Jeh^. 
Norris, and threatened to plunder md destroy the cotm* 
try if the people did not deliver him pledges and hos- 
tages for their submission. 

Upon DoTieit's arrival, he was almost imrnediately 
joined by the principal of the Conna'ught, chie% vwa|h ajl 
their .forces, and by the Burkes* mid sonxe others of the 
old English who hfcd joined with Mac Wiilianu ; _ ; A| 
length the ''English general, despairing of success, Buddenlf 
retreated. . 

When the council at Dublin saw that the military skill 
and confidence of the Irish were increasing, and having 
heard of their treaty with the king of Spain, and confei 
dering on the little probability there was of subduing 
thetn by main force, they sent messengers to 0* Neil 1 and 
O'Donel-h offering them terms of peace. . The messenger 
sent to negotiate, w T ere M'eyl r M' Crath, the first Pro^ 
tpstant Archbishop of Cash el, and Thomas Butler, Earl of 
Ormoud. These ambassadors proceeded as far north as 
Dundalk, from which place they sent a messenger t<> 
O'Neill and O'Donell, to invite them to meet them It* 
friendly conference, to arrange all matters and to bring 
about a general pacification, for the mutual benefit of tite 
contending parties. In consequence of Uus inv|tatio*flj 
O'Neill and ODonell went to Eochart, in the county df 
Louth, where they were met by the Archbkhop and J^he 
Earl, who proposed th e terms and cobdi duns of th$ 
peace : which were that the Inglish should i*e tain the 
possession of the part of Ulster lying', between the riyer 
■Boy he andDinidulk, which they hM -possessed for a fec^ 
period, but that they should not have any lands i^irdhfer 
to the north, except .Carricfrfe^^^ 
Newry, then in their, hands, ..' In return titey stipulated 
that they should he for ever free from any taxation o^ 
plunder from the Iri^h, flycy also ofeedto ; engage, iiiat 
the E-nglibh goyertuuent sliould not semd any C»nieer as 
governor over the'lri'nh of Ulster, ; nor in any way force 
rent or taxes from them, except such as ^Imiraucestota' 
used to pay, %luch the Irish should send ; to Dubliri titthe 
ti|H^\|^u&^jf i j|^d],en-t :. and for the performance '<>{■$ "*" 



fianie from Scotland to O'Donell, under the command of / no pledges or iioltages should be required. They lurther 
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engaged that the Irish of Connaught, who had joined with 
O'Donell and O'Neill, should share the benefits proposed 
by the treaty. 

When O'Neill and O'Donell heard these proposals, 
they retired to consult'; and agreed that it would be bet- 
ter for them, now that they had arms, and were strong 
and successful, to right for their independence and that of 
their countrymen, who looked upon them as the guardians 
of their civil and religious liberties. This decision and 
the terms proposed by the English, they submitted to the 
other Irish chiefs, who had joined with them, and it was 
the general opinion that no reliance could be placed on 
the English, who, as usual, would take the first opportu- 
nity to breakthrough the treaty ; and they therefore ad- 
vised that an end should be put to the negotiation. Some 
few, however, of the Irish chiefs were for accepting the 
proposed terms. 

The lord justice and council, finding themselves disap- 
pointed in this negociation, sent the intelligence to the 
Queen and the English council, who mustered an army of 
upwards of twenty thousand men, and sent them weh 
equipped into Ireland. The governor and president of 
the province of Connaught, Sir Richard Bingham, who 
was particularly odious to the Irish, was removed from 
that oltice, and in the month of December, Sir Conyers 
Cliiibrd was appointed in his stead. This gentleman, by 
his noble and generous conduct, won several of the Con- 
naught chiefs to join him, and they lured themselves to 
him as stipendiaries to serve against O'Donell. O'Conor 
Sligo also came from England, where he was in favour 
with the Queen, to raise his people to aid the governor. 

When Red Hugh heard of the defection of the Con- 
naught chiefs, and the arrival of O'Conor Sligo, he 
marched into Connaught, plundered his enemies of all 
their cattle, and encamped in Briefne until his forces came 
to him from every quarter where they had been dis- 
persed. 

Anno 1597. - When all Red Hugh's troops had assem- 
bled in the month of January, he led them through the 
country, to the centre of Hy Maine, and sent out scour- 
ing parties on all sides, who brought to him, to the town 
of Athenry, a great number of prisoners, and a vast quan- 
tity of cattle and other valuable spoils, Here he was 
joined by Mac William Burke. The town of Athenry was 
a' place difficult of ' access, with a strong castle, which he 
was determined to take. He set fire to all the gates, and 
raised ladders to the walls, by which his men entered the 
town on all sides ; and although both it and the castle were 
well defended by the Queen's garrison, the Irish entered 
the castle, and completely destroyed the interior, having 
first taken thereout immense treasure,' and great quanti- 
ties of brass, iron, armour, arms, clothing, and every thing 
that could be useful to those who possessed it, and who 
had been collecting them for a long time previous. After 
this, they burned and destroyed all the surrounding coun- 
try, as far as the walls of -Gal way. Before his return to 
his own country he fell in with O'Conor Sligo and a strong 
army of English and Irish, whom he defeated with great 
slaughter. He . then returned into Tirconnell, and dis- 
persed his troops; to refresh themselves after their fatigue. 
After these severities, several of the Irish chiefs who had 
joined with the English, renounced their connection with 
them and joined with O'Donell. 

In the month of April, a ship arrived in the harbour of 
Killibegs from Spain, with supplies for O'Donell, and 
having on board confidential persons to hold a conference 
with him on the state of Ireland. These he entertained 
with great honor, and presented them with several valuable 
horses and hounds. They then returned to their own 
country, well pleased with their reception. 

Thomas Lord Borough, who had come into Ireland in 
the beginning of June, 15.07, as lord justice, brought with 
him a numerous army. He removed Sir John Norris 
from the command of the army, and having assumed it 
himsel£ sent orders to Sir Conyers Cliiibrd to march into 
Tirconnell with all his forces, to destroy and plunder that 
district. The lord justice also sent a great number of 
his forces to Galway with some cannon, to proceed coast- 
ways and meet Sir Conyers at the Samer. (Erne.) 
When th* army bad assembled at Boyle, the plaoe of 



rendezvous, they amounted to twenty-two regiments of 
infantry and ten regiments of cavalry, armed with coats of 
mail, and all arms, ammunition, and other necessaries. They 
laid close siege to the castle of Ballyshannon, but met an un- 
expected resistance, and had numbers of their best troops 
and officers killed or wounded. They came before the 
castle on Saturday, and on the Thursday following were 
compelled to make a precipitate retreat, with immense loss, 
and were closely pursued by O'Donell and his friends, who 
were daily coming from all quarters to his assistance. 

Red Hugh, not long after, received intelligence from 
O'Neill, (the earl of Tyrone,) that the lord justice was on 
his march with a powerful army to attack him ; upon which 
he again collected his forces, and marched to the assist- 
ance of O'Neill, and joined that chief before the English 
could reach his territories in Armagh. The two armies 
met at a ford on the Avonmore, where the Earl of Kililarc, 
who was with the lord justice, was killed, and the English 
army defeated. The lord justice, battled in his inten- 
tions and severely wounded, returned towards Dublin • 
he was carried in" a litter, not being able to ride, and 
died of his wounds in Newry. In this battle was also 
killed the brother-in-law of the lord justice. After the 
victory, O'Donell led his troops back to his own country 
in triumph. 

After various successes and defeats, in 1601, O'Donell re- 
ceived intelligence that a Spanish tleet had arrived in the 
harbour of Kinsale, with troops and anus to assist, the Irish. 
The Spanish troops took possession of the fort of Kn^ale, 
and of llincorran, on the opposite side of the harbour. — 
To oppose this invasion of the Spaniards all the forces of 
the English in Monster, Leinster, Meath, and Comni tight, 
together with all the forces of their Irish adherents, were 
mustered by the lord justice, and led by him into Mini- 
ster, and there joined to the forces under the lord president 
of that province. The lord justice placed all these under 
the command of the lord president, to whom, after a short 
siege, the Spaniards surrendered . the castle of Rineormn, 
after which the English laid a closer siege to Kinsale. 

As to O'Donell, when he had received the intelligence 
of the arrival of the Spaniards at Kinsale, he immediately 
broke up the siege he hud formed against Niall O'Donell 
and the English "in Donegal, and making little of other 
considerations, besides that of going to the assistance of 
the Spaniards, he sent notice to all, over whom he bad in- 
fluence, to meet him directly with their forces in Balli- 
mote. His friends assembled at the place appointed, from 
all quarters, and on the 2d of November, lie set out from 
Ballimote, with his forces, on the way to the relief of his 
Spanish allies. He proceeded as far as the neighbour- 
hood of II ulycross, where he halted for near a month, 
waiting for the coming up of O'Neill, who was advancing 
by slow marches. To prevent the further progress of 
O'Donell, the lord justice ordered the lord president of 
Minister, Sir George Carcw, to advance to moot him with 
4,000 armed men. When O'Donell heard from his scout?, 
that the lord president had advanced as far as Cushel, he 
led his army through upper Ormond, and by Limerick, 
until they arrived in II y Conal Gabhra, whore shortly 
after he was joined by several chiefs of Minister. lie 
then proceeded to l3audon, where ho was joined by 
O'Neill and his army. 

They shortly after pitched their camp near that of. the 
lord justice, and reduced him to very great straits lor want 
of provisions ; but the Irish had abundance of food of the 
best kind, in their camp. Thus all parties spent the 
Christmas, at which time O'Neill and O'Donell received a 
letter from the Spanish general, requesting them to attack 
the English cainp, on a certain night then appointed, pro- 
mising at the same time, that he would attack the camp 
in another quarter, with a party of the Spaniards. 

Upon this message the Irish chiefs entered into a con- 
sultation, in which O'Neill gave his opinion, that they 
should not attack the English camp, but continue the 
blockade which they had formed around it* until at 
length the English should be destroyed by famine, cold 
and sickness ; and, in the mean time, to let the Spaniards 
defend themselves in Kinsale, as they could.. O'Donell, on 
the other hand, was of opinion, that they should cornel Y 
with the ycqueit of th« Spanish genera, and joia with 
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him in attacking the English camp : alleging- that it would 
be a breach of their engagement with the King of Spain 
if they were to refuse giving their most active assistance to 
his troops, which he had sent at their request, and for 
their relief and protection against their enemies. O'Do- 
nell's opinion prevailed, and the attack on the English 
camp was resolved on. 

It happened fortunately for the English cause, that a 
difference had arisen between O'Donelland O'Neill upon 
this occasion. Each claimed the honor ofleading the pro- 
posed attack, and neither would suffer the other to have the 
sole command, or take precedence. This dispute continued 
for the greater part of the night in which the attack was 
to be made, and when they set out, to put their design in 
execution, each followed his own judgment, and being led 
astray by their guides, so that they separated in the 
night, and the sun shone clearly when each party came 
unconnected with the other, in view of the English camp. 

The lord justice had intelligence of the difference be- 
tween the Irish chiefs, from some person with whom he 
had a correspondence in the Irish camp. He was there- 
fore well prepared to receive them, ami upon their appear- 
ance he opened upon them a tremendous iire, from both 
ordnance and small arms. The Irish, not acting in concert 
retreated separately, and were pursued by the English a 
considerable distance with very great loss. 

After this defeat, the English returned in triumph to their 
camp, and the Irish held a council, in which some of them 
were for again uniting, and attacking the English camp. — 
Others declared it was their opinion they should separate, 
and let each do the best they could to defend their respec- 
tive patrimonies against the English. They continued dis- j 
puting for three or four days, in which they were on the i 



point of coming to blows. This defeat at Kinsale happen- 
ed on the 3d January, 1602. 

After this decided and complete defeat, O'Donell con- 
sidered with himself what M'ould be the best course for 
him to take, and he concluded upon going directly to Spain, 
to complain to King Philip, and endeavour to induce him 
to send a fresh army into Ireland. He embarked in a ship 
in Castlehaven, on the Gth of January, and arrived on the 
14th of the same month at Corunna, in the province of 
Galicia in Spain. When he had rested for a few days, after 
the fatigues of his voyage, he proceeded to Zamora, a city 
in Castile, where the king then happened to be on a pro- 
gress around his kingdom. The king received O'Donell 
with the greatest affability, and graciously gave ear to his 
requests, which he promised should be complied with in 
every particular. lie then desired him to return to Corun- 
na, and to wait until everything should be ready for him 
to return to Ireland with the succours he required. O'Do- 
nell did as he was ordered, and remained in Corunna all the 
next spring and summer, and until the middle of harvest. — 
In the meantime he suffered great uneasiness of mind from 
the thoughts of the situation in which he had left his friends 
in Ireland. He therefore resolved upon again waiting on 
the King of Spain, to urge him to give orders for the imme- 
diate dispatch of the promised succours. For this purpose 
he set out on his journey, and had reached as far as Shnan- 
cas, two leagues from Valladolid, the court of the King of 
Spain, when it pleased God to visit him with sickness, of 
which he died on the 10th of September, 1602. His body 
was removed to Valladolid with great honor, and was in- 
terred in the chapter of the monastery of St. Francis in that 
city, with all the state and religious ceremonies usually ob- 
served at the funerals of noblemen of the highest rank.* 



* Abridged from Sir William Betham's Antiquarian Researches, 




OLD COURT, COUNTY OF WICKLOW. 



In the reign of Henry the Sixth, Sir Thomas Mulso, 
an English knight, obtained a grant of a district of land, 
in the territory of the O'Toolt, now the County of 
Wicklow, then called the Marshes of the < oimty of 
Dublin, on condition of reducing it to a state of order 
and obedience to the English government. He, accord- 
ingly, took possession by force o^ arms, and drove the 
OTooli from their strong holds, and built a castle and 



town called Mulso's Court, It is said he was killed in a 
skirmish with the Irish, and his followers were expelled 
from the country. It continued in the possession of the 
Irish till the time of Charles the Second, when it waa 
granted to Richard Edwards, Esq. a Welsh gentleman, 
in whose descendant it still remains, by the name of Old 
Court, 



